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Watch Us Go Over! 

GHOSS TON MILES Pie TPAIN HOUR 
MAY TGNOVCMtti 1926 mcL. er DIVISIONS 
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On the above chart the black vertical lines 
represent gross ton miles per train hour (actual 
performance), from May to November, in order, 
for each division and the whole system. The 
solid horizontal lines represent performance 
necessary to reach the goal set for 1928. The 
dotted horizontal lines represent the average 
of the seven months combined. 

The above chart, showing the gross ton 
miles per train hour performance by-
operating divisions, reveals the average 
for the seven months of May to November 
combined to be 19,131, or about SVa per 
cent better than the goal, established for 
the final eight months of 1928, of 18,500. 

The performance for the individual 
month of November stands out as remark­
able in that the average was higher than 
that for the month of October. This was 
accomplished in spite of the fact that 
there was a drop in the volume of busi­
ness in November under October slightly 
in excess of 6 per cent. A performance 
such as this is a clear demonstration of 
the coordination that exists today between 
the volume of traffic offered for transpor­
tation and the service required to move i t . 

I f the results of the first four months' 
operations in 1928 are added, the weighted 
average for the 11 months' period wi l l 
show 18,217 gross ton miles per train 
hour. 

The results for the first week in De­
cember, at hand as we go to press, show 
20,282. With only three weeks remaining 
to round out the year, i t is quite evident 
that the final figure for the year wi l l be 
somewhat in excess of 18,000. 

For November, in all cases except Fitch-
burg-west, the performance practically 
equalled or bettered that for the peak 
month of traffic. The dotted horizontal 
line brings out each division's contribu­
tion to the excess over the goal for the 
system as a whole. 

The Portland division made a very sub­
stantial improvement in November not 
only over October but every other month. 
The picture portrays the handicap of that 
division during the summer months, when 
considerable construction work was going 
on to interfere with efficient operation. The 
closing down of a large part of the con­
struction work throughout October and 
November left the line freer. 

500 New Coal Cars 
Purchase of 500 steel coal cars of 70-ton 

capacity each and of the latest self-clear­
ing hopper-bottom type by the Boston 
and Maine was recently announced. The 
new cars, due next March, wi l l be used to 
deliver with new dispatch a high percent­
age of New England's domestic and in ­
dustrial coal supply, the haulage of which 
constitutes nearly 22 per cent of our total 
freight tonnage. The four-door self-
clearing feature of the cars, i t is esti­
mated, wi l l constitute a big saving to re­
ceivers of coal, running for those equipped 
to gain the ful l benefit as high as |6 to |10 
per car. 

The 70-ton capacity wi l l increase the 
potential load per train, permitting more 
efficient and economical transportation. 
During the slack season in the coal traf ­
fic, the new cars wi l l expedite the Boston 
and Maine's big program of rock-ballast­
ing. 

The new cars, first to be ordered in ac­

cordance with the latest approved Ameri­
can Railway Association specifications, 
wil l have special reinforcement and dura­
bility features. The builders wi l l be the 
Standard Steel Car Company of Butler, 
Pa. They wi l l cost |1,200,000. 

Per Cent of Passenger Train 
Schedules Maintained 

I m p r o v e -
Operating Month of November ment 

Division 1927 1928 over 1927 
Portland 93.7 9 7 . 9 ' 4.44 
Southern 86.7 961.8 11.64 
Pitchburg 70.0 96.4 37.70 
Conn. River 66.0 96.9 46.80 
W. Mts 95.4 
System 87.5 97.4 11.54 

Note: White Mts. Div. now divided be­
tween Connecticut River and Southern di­
visions. November, 1927, reflects adverse 
conditions during flood period. 


