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-i 11 h-
vious answer is to be found in the expenses 
of war and the burdens imposed upon the 
nation subsequent thereto and as a result 
thereof. There are, however, other con
tributing causes. A very important one is 
the constantly increasing demand for new 
and improved facilities for the convenience, 
comfort and happiness of the people. It is 
a far cry from the little red schoolhouse of 
our boyhood days to the spacious and ornate 
rural schoolhouses of the present day. The 
mud road of a generation ago is now the 
expensive motor vehicle highway. Fire and 
police protection are more expensive. All 
of these things and innumerable others cost
ing additional money are demanded by the 
people and must be met by taxation. 

Following the war certain municipal, 
county and state governments embarked on 
programmes of extravagant expenditure to 
be financed by the sale of tax exempt or par
tially tax exempt bonds. The principal and 
interest of these must be met from taxation. 

Probably there will not be any very ma
terial decreases of taxation for a good many 
years to come. The world, like a riotous 
and spendthrift boy, has spent much of its 

Our New Steel Flat Cars 
By Q. F. Starbuck 

In his address to the stockholders, at the 
annual meeting. President Hustis called at
tention to the improvement in equipment 
from 1914 to 1923. The number of all-
steel passenger-train cars increased from 10 to 
136, the steel-underframe passenger cars in
creased from 221 to 825, and the freight 
cars equipped with steel underframes or steel 
center sills increased from 7630 to 16272. 

There have recently been received 300 
*teel flat cars, which are shown by the ac
companying illustration. They are num-
°?red from 33500 to 33799, inclusive. 
Their rugged construction and low floor are 
*eir most striking features. The floor is 
''2 ft. 1 i n c h e s long, 9 ft. 2 % inches 
^̂ de, and 3 ft. 7J4 inches high above the 
•̂ d and the capacity is 55 tons. An in
teresting device with which they are equipped 
1^ 3 coupler support which tends to keep 

coupler in its central position. 

patrimony. This expenditure is what is 
called economic waste; that is, however 
necessary the expenditure may have been in 
any given instance, or for any given nation, 
nevertheless the moneys expended did not go 
back into production. The world spent its 
savings and then by means of bonds borrowed 
on the credit of posterity. The principal 
and interest of these bonds must be met when 
due, and met out of taxation. 

High labor and material costs make fed
eral, state and municipal expenditures and 
hence taxation greater. 

All that John Henry and the railroads 
can do is to .grin, hear and pay. 

One thing, however, John Henry can do, 
must do and will do if he is to receive value: 
for his dollar of taxation, and that is to 
demand that his federal, state and municipal' 
governments make no other than necessary i 
expenditures and make those necessary ex
penditures without extravagance. 

John Henry should adopt as his slogan, 
unlimited dollars for wise, economic and 
necessary expenditures, but not one cent for; 
foolish and extravagant waste. 

About the Barre & Chelsea 
(Contributed) 

Barre ^ Chelsea Railroad, operated by the 
Boston is Maine, serves the largest monu
mental granite center in the world, at Barre, 
Vermont. 

Barre Mountain, where the quarries are 
located, is about five miles from Barre by 
railroad and about 1100 feet above Barre 
City. Barre iS Chelsea Railroad serves about 
180 firms, has 28.69 miles of track, includ
ing main line and sidings, and handles about 
1400 tons daily between Barre Mountain 
and Barre. This business is handled over a 
very heavy grade, averaging about 5%, with 
60-lb. rail, standard gauge. Engines are 
saddle-back type, weighing about 75 tons. 
Careful handling of air is absolutely neces
sary, as 18 cars of granite are handled down 
this 5% grade in a train. 

The difficulties and expense of operation 
over this line must be evident to any rail
road man. 

— 

"We have had no freak accidents on the 
Terminal since a trackman was killed at 
Rutherford Avenue when crossing a net
work of tracks, with a basket on his head 
completely cutting off his vision, several 
years ago."—From Secretary C R O W L E Y ' S 
report on Terminal Division Safety work. 


