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TH E new box cars bearing the Boston and 
Maine trademark and numbered i n the 71,000 

series, which have been m a k i n g their appearance i n 
New England t e r r i t o r y d u r i n g the past few weeks, 
are the first of the lo t o f 2,000 cars ordered as an ­
nounced in November. 

The photograph shows the exterior side f raming 
type of construction, used on 1,000 of t h e m . 

These cars are 
of the American 
Railway Associa-
rion Standard de­
sign having 40 
tons capacity and 
e q u i p p e d w i t h 
approved special­
ties that assure-
first class con­
struction. They 
wi l l make a sub­
stantial addit ion 
to our freight 
e q u i p m e n t f o r 
the benefit of the 
shipping public . 

The principal features of capacity and construc­
tion are: 

Inside dimensions: 40 f t . 6 i n . long, 8 f t . 6^ i n . 
wide and 8 f t . 7 ) ^ i n . h igh at the sides. 

Cubic capacity is 3 , 0 ^ cu. f t . 
Weight of car 43,000 lbs. 

T h e entire f r a m i n g is of steel. The superstructure 
is l ined w i t h single wood sheathing and the floor 
is of wood. 

T h e roof and t h e 'end exterior plates are of 
copper bearing steel. 

T h e doorways have 6 f t . w i d t h of openings w i t h 
steel doors, roller supported a t the b o t t o m and 
equipped w i t h secure fixtures. 

E q u i p m e n t on 
t h e s e c a r s i n ­
c l u d e s : M i n e r , 
W a u g h , Durab le 
and D u r y e a dra f t 
gears; N a t i o n a l 
t ype " D " cou­
p l e r s ; B u c k e y e 
Coupler Yokes ; 
A j a x hand brake; 
Creco N o . 2 plus 
b r a k e b e a m s ; 
cast steel t r u c k 
side frames w i t h 
integra l j o u r n a l 
boxes made by 
P i t t s b u r g h Steel 

F o u n d r y and the G o u l d Coupler Company ; axles 
w i t h 5 x 9 j ourna l s ; 33 i n . Gr i f f in chi l led cast i ron 
wheels; , Schaefer brake levers and hangers. 
T w e n t y - f i v e of these cars w i t h the D u r y e a dra f t 
gear have exterior sheathing on the sides of steel 
plates. C. B . S. 
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division freight houses at M i n o t street, these 

u carry ing 40-foot openings. As a result of 
the changes i n f re ight house faci l i t ies , the f irst and 
the last of these bridges were discontinued and re­
moved i n 1927. T h e new channel when established 
wil l close the other three. T h e present t r a c k bridges 
are the o ld jack-kni fe t y p e b u i l t m a n y years ago 
and not only expensive i n maintenance and opera-
'.lon, but slow i n opening wh i ch has always been a 
serious object ion, b o t h t o passenger service and 
water t ransportat ion . 
R ^[^^^^^ o f the posit ion taken b y the A r m y 
ooard, the rai lroad has now developed plans for 
new drawbridges w i t h a 6S-foot clear waterway , 
- 0 be erected over the new channel , the plans p r o ­

v i n g for five r o l l i n g l i f t sections, four car ry ing 
; : ° ^^^cks each for passenger service and the fifth 
_arrymg one t r a c k which is t o be the connection 

,^itn industries i n Bever ly street and the N e w 
jmv^n interchange. Between the new drawbridges 

walls wh i ch are t o be b u i l t on the new 
ried ^VA ^ ^ l l ' l i e a d lines, tracks are t o be car-
stri ^ T creosoted t i m b e r trestles con-
subs °" ^^^^ °^ P''^ construct ion and the 

Dsequent narrowing of the waterway , the A r m y 
riLP^°^i«^o for a channel 375 feet wide i n -

«tead of 300 feet, adopted b y the state. 
• f^^^bger t r a i n operation i n the N o r t h Sta-

1 nas always been handicapped through the 

location of the present drawbridges, necessitating 
so m a n y short tracks and -with on ly a few tracks 
long enough t o handle the hea-vy t ra ins . W i t h the 
new drawbridge located some 400 feet farther 
n o r t h , plans have been developed whi ch w i l l result 
i n the revamping of the twenty - three passenger 
tracks now serving the N o r t h S ta t i on so t h a t most 
of these tracks w i l l be able t o handle f r o m th i r teen 
t o sixteen-car t ra ins . 

" T h e w o r k of filling i n the trest le areas started 
i n 1927 and has been carried on ac t i ve ly ever since, 
the result being t h a t u p t o the present t i m e some 
m i l l i o n and a quarter square feet have been filled 
i n , this w o r k requ i r ing some 1,500,000 cubic yards 
of filling, and leaving about 1,000,000 yards ye t t o 
be placed t o fill i n the trestles and t o create the 
add i t i ona l lands. . . . " 

First A i d Class 
T h e f o u r t h class i n first aid t o the i n j u r e d , the 

graduates of wh i ch w i l l receive advanced class 
certificates f r o m the Amer i can Red Cross, was 
completed at F i t c h b u r g recently . W . J . E . M a r t e l , 
d iv is ion safety and fire protec t ion agent was i n ­
s tructor . 

T h e members of th is class who are commended 
for the i r interest and efforts t o master the five 
points of first a id are as fo l lows: W . E . Cole, F . E . 
H a r l o w , R . H . M a c K i n l a y and T . J . R y a n of A y e r ; 
M . J . L e a v i t t , F . M a h o n e y , A . J . Meehan , P . 
M o n t v i l l e , and W . W . A h o of F i t c h b u r g ; R . A . 
Carter of Leominster and J . Gogan of A y e r . 


