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remind the government and the peo­
ple that the rai lroad business is, first 
of a l l , a great h u m a n act ivity com­
posed of men, women and children 
w i t h their homes and their jobs at 
stake, a great something i n their lives 
to be p roud or ashamed of, just as 
they themselves choose to w o r k i t 
out? Is the rai lroad worker today 
at the back of his o w n business? I 
say woe t o the business i f he is not . 
T h e railroads today need the f r iend­
l y co-operation of their o w n workers. 
A l l hands should w o r k not on ly for 
but with the railroads. A t the 
switch, i n the ofiice, on the road and 
i n the pol icy and plans of the m a n ­
agement, this is the ever present call 
to the L o y a l t y of rai lroad men. 
Meantime the rai lroad business i n 
America seems to be w a i t i n g for 
some k i n d of an answer to this first 
question on a much needed better­
ment program: ' W h a t is a R a i l ­
road?" 

The First Signal Tower 
B y F . H . S i d n e y 
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There has been considerable speculation 
as to just where the first signal tower in 
America was installed. Some old signal­
men claim it was the Hale St . T o w e r at 
L o w e l l , installed by the Boston and L o w e l l 
in 1 8 8 1 . Robert P . Jones of Boston,' re­
tired B . M . telegrapher, claims the first 
signal tower in the United States was i n ­
stalled at Vermont , a few miles west of 
Wi l l iamstown, Mass. , in the late 70's . 
" V e r m o n t " was near the Vermont -Massa ­
chusetts L i n e , and the junction of the old 
T r o y and Boston, and Boston, Hoosac T u n ­
nel and Western w i t h the State owned r a i l ­
road that ran from the N e w Y o r k state 
line to Greenfield, Mass. There were no 
houses anywhere near Vermont station at 
the time and consequently the tower served 
as both a signal station and a dwelling 
house for the operator, a man named Fogg 
and his family. T h e tower was discon­
tinued many years ago. 
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i O S T O N A N D M A I N E 
freight car 62765 is on ly 
one cog i n w h a t we 
might call a huge dis­
t r i b u t i n g machine guided 

by thousands of Boston and Maine 
men and women. 

A shipper i n Buffalo , N . Y . , had 
seventy-eight shipments for cus­
tomers i n Maine, N e w Hampshire 
and Massachusetts, and this car was 
loaded i n that c ity J u l y first for 
Nashua, N . H . , where further dis­
t r i b u t i o n w o u l d be made. I t con­
tained shipments for 43 customers i n 
Maine, 29 i n N e w Hampshire and 6 
in Massachusetts. These shipments 
went to 13 cities or towns i n Maine, 
22 i n N e w Hampshire and 6 i n Mas­
sachusetts. 

W h i l e this cog d id not carry as 
b ig a load a's some i t was a winner 
i n variety. There were 242 boxes, 
packages or bundles i n this B. ^ M . 
" b o x " inc luding varnish, drugs, 
blankets, f r y i n g pans, medicine cab­

inets, l inoleum, i r o n tanks, w a l l 
paper, chairs, velocipedes, musical 
instruments, pudding preparation, 
soap, coffee, glassware, hammock 
stand, o i l stove, t inware, wagon, salt, 
mi r ror , food chopper, porch seat, 
rubber hose, sad i ron , bed, cobbler 
outf it , croquet set, and lumber. 

T h i s " b o x " playea a small but 
important part i n keeping the big 
machine runn ing just as each B . ^ 
M . man or woman has an impor ­
tant part i n this big railroad organi­
zation so necessary to New England's 
prosperity. " 


